
Michele is an expert in the fi eld of water resources and the environment, following a decorated career in 
government and research institutions. Michele led programs to deliver benefi cial environmental and water 
resource outcomes during a time of signifi cant change to the health of Australia’s water resources and the 
focus to improve productivity in the fi eld.
Michele joins Inside Infrastructure following her role as Director of the Goyder Institute - South Australia’s 
peak research body responding to managing our water resources and the environment during climate change.

EXPERIENCE
INSIDE INFRASTRUCTURE
2017 - Present
GOYDER INSTITUTE
2012 – 2017
Director
The Goyder Institute is a partnership 
between the South Australian Government, 
CSIRO, Adelaide University, Flinders 
University, UniSA and the International 
Centre of Excellence in Water Resources 
Management. The institute supports 
world leading water resource 
management through science.
Key areas of Michele’s success include:
STRATEGY AND BUSINESS PLANNING
Michele led the development of a 
successful business case that shifted 
the focus of the Institute to increase 
engagement with the private sector. 
The change also underpinned the 
economic priorities of state government 
with credible science to support 
sustainable development. 
SCIENCE - POLICY INTERFACE 
Michele reported to the Minister for 
Water and the River Murray regarding the 
activities and outcomes of the Institute. 
She worked with government executives 
and the Minister’s Senior Advisors on 
a regular basis to brief them on the 
scientifi c fi ndings related to water and 
environmental management.
This liaison extended to advising the 
Premier and other Ministers regarding 
scientifi c analysis and fi ndings in relation 
to the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, Marine 
Park Sanctuary Zones, international 
development and climate change.
These key areas include agricultural 
development, climate science, water 
and environmental management of the 
Murray-Darling Basin, urban water 
management, water resource planning 
and improved understanding of the State’s 
groundwater resources, particularly in the 
vast outback areas important for mining 
development.

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
Michele led the South Australian 
research contributions in establishing 
the Rajasthan International Centre 
of Excellence in Water Resources 
Management. This was built on the 
successful collaborative, demand-driven 
model of the Institute. 
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE 
AND ADMINISTRATION
Michele was Chair of the Research 
Advisory Committee that oversees 
development of all research investments, 
annual investment planning,  performance 
reporting, assurance of scientifi c integrity 
and scientifi c communications. 
Some of the recent awards that Michele has 
won through this and other work include:
> 2016 Leadership Award for 

Outstanding Contribution to Water 
Effi ciency, World CSR Congress, India

> 2015 Water Industry Alliance, 
Ministers Award for Excellence 
in Water Sustainability

> 2015 Australian Water Association, 
National Research and Innovation Award

> 2014 Stormwater Australia, Excellence 
in Research and Innovation

> 2014 Australian Water Association 
SA Branch, State Research and 
Innovation Award

> 2014 SA Women in Innovation, 
Environment and Primary 
Industries Award

WATER RESEARCH AUSTRALIA
CEO (acting) / National R&D Manager 
2008 - 2012
Water Research Australia, is a 
not-for-profi t, membership 
based organisation that facilitates 
R&D for the urban water sector. 
It’s membership includes Australian 
universities, water utilities, government 
agencies and the private sector.
Michele delivered the following during 
her roles at Water Research Australia:
> Established a world leading   
 research program 
> Developed collaborations 
 and partnerships 

> Reviewed Australian Drinking 
 Water Quality Guidelines
> Coordinated national Urban 
 Water R&D Investment

MURRAY-DARLING BASIN 
AUTHORITY (MDBA) 
2002 – 2008
Director - Environmental Delivery 
Director - Corporate Planning 
and Reporting 
Acting Director - Salinity Strategy 
Assistant Director - Technical 
Risks to Shared Water Resources 
In these roles, Michele delivered 
the objectives of the Living Murray 
Environmental Watering Plan, Basin Salinity 
Management Strategy and drought response 
activities including disconnecting wetlands 
and management of the lower lakes. 
Michele also directed inter-governmental 
relations to gain agreement from 
all jurisdictions and key community 
stakeholders to implement MDBA 
activities. These ranged from salinity 
management, business planning, 
new budget processes, environmental 
watering and implementation of 
measure in response to drought.

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
1993 - 2002
Prior to 2002, Michele held a number 
of policy roles with the Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
and CSIRO and completed a PhD 
from the University of Melbourne.
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